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1. Introtuction

b) -Material supplicd in this Anpendix is mostly concerned #ith tho
GORFIY Political Co'lege, with some information about Armcd R‘orCCS
Pohtlcal 3chools in the TSSR.

50X1-HUM

2, G'cncrgl,' Information

|there wore in the Sovict Army four -
Political Sollc cs (VORNNO-POLITISTLSKY: USHILISHIFE) which tralrn:i’d ) S0X1-HUM
Junior Politiczl officers as ZAMMLITs (Deputy Sommanders for political
affairs) at Commany, Squadron or Artillery Troon lovel, Th sc Zollerics
were in LUNTIGELD, GORKTY, RYA and. LVOV, :
The nor»nl course in all thcse Bollcres lasted two years. The
mipigum standard of general cduedtinn rcquired of candidates was seven
classes Of :sccondary school. “andidates werc sclected from NOOs.
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Officers' 3Sinnsls College.

-2- Arpendix B.

Apart from the normal junior officers' courscs thcre were also various
special or adv:nccd officers' courscs, Tn autusn 1951 all the Solless
were closed down cxeocot for LANINTRAT Oollerw, whisth became the only
Army Politizal "ollesc for Jjunior offic.rs. The LNING24D Collere was |
reorganiscd on the basis of other ofiicers' schools.  The course therc
lasts thres wcers. The minimum gencral education standard remains
unchanged and cardidates are accented not only “rom asong NGOs, but alse -
frim civilien volunteers who succecd in passing all thc various checks
and oxdminations. There were also in LENTNARAD some snecial courses
sirilar to thosec 2t the GORFIY Collese,  When the GORKIY Collerc was
clogsed down dtudints were transforred to LONTMGRAED end finished their
education thurc, :

b) Th. 3)TY Molitical College was converted in autumn 1951 into an

|the new GOTTY

Signals :-0llc: ¢ will train radar snccialists; | | 50X1-HUM
the wrorcats of 2 radar cquinment ordnance factory in the seuthern

outskirts »” W"RYTY, et "MYZA", necar the ncw Signels Onllogc.

3. Organisation of thc Collese in 1950-1951

a) The o iciel narc of the Coll & was "The Orer of the Red Banner .
GORTY Filitary Tolitical Collese called after Nikhail Yasilicvich "RUNZIY
(ORDEN,, K213NOCO ZNAMENT GORKOVSK \-"&NNO WMOITTITHEASYQE UZHILISHON:
T ANT MTKHANL. V.(_SIMY-’:VI’}F’.A TRUNTE) .
The 4o cnding 0fPicsr was Maj. Gon. LATSTIV, |
forier warti.c divisional molitical officer and medber of an Army
¥ilitary Souncil., Eig dcruty for political affairs was Gol. DVAFONOY.
There were alse three Counter-isnionn ¢ officers, o Goloncl in charge
of trninin;, oi-icers in chrrge of various trainin’; syniicntes (TSITL), -
military a1d civilinn lecturcrs, nomianders of cormeonics &nd courses,
and administrrtive staff,

50X1-HUM

b)  During 1777-51 the followine eourscs were carricd out at the GO’:?J’_IY
Political Joilcre: : ’
1) Two~yunr normal Juaior Political O Ticers' Noursc,
1i) Jnc-year shortencd Junior Political 2-~iccrs' Coursc.
iii) & snceial politienl course for Red.Greck officers.
iv) Si-months' Scenior Artilloery Political 777icers' Coursc..
-v) . Thrcc-months' course for students takinz a political
corrcspondence coursc.
The Soller v trained chiefly nolitieal staff of artillery ~nd tank
units. i : .

c) The Collcee occupied a large barracks situatcd on the castern side

of the SHTHEABIRYA road on the southoern outskirts of the town of GORVIY.:. 50X1-HUM
The newly built Collece Club wns outside the barracks opnosite the

Sollesie main rtc.  (Sce Anncre 1 to Appcndix A.) ‘ ‘ '
\ | All courscs. lived- in similar conditions.

Students werz nccom.odated in large halls, onc for cach course, oftic :r 50)(1 _HUM
students aad n se¢parate dining hz1ll.:  All students were adequrtely fed

and, exccot for the offic:rs, wore the usual Officcrs' School unifor:s,

50X1-HUM
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5. The Senior OfTicers' Zourse

In autu.n 1950 a six-months' coursc for scnior officers was startcd.
Thoere were ahouwt 120 senior of ’icers from various artillery units.
Their course of study was similar to th: normal two or onc year courscs
but much shortencd, They concentrated on political matters and on . .
artillery tnctics and e uinment. - ' :

6.  Ihe Mor. sl Tourse

There were about 600 students on the nomal two-year coursc,
dividéd intn two cqual grouns - Artillery and Tanks, Their nrorrasie
was similar t- th. shortencd ore~-ycar coursc and the only differcnce
betwecn t1e cotrses was that the students of the two-ycar course did

" not work as irtcnsively as their colleaues on the onc-year coursc,
The only subjcct which wns taken only in the two-ycear course was
Politieal 3conony, ' : :

7. The So.vesnondence Gourse (ZAOSHNYY KURS)

- ! This coursc was organised in 1951 and lasted threc months. The
: coursec was Ior students . serving in their units who studicd nolitical
| work by means ¢f the eorrespondence course and Tor the last three
| months we:e crlled to the Golleze. They attended various lectures aand
| underwent practical training and then passcd the normal examinntions.
After the oxactinations they beeome junior nolitiehl officers. '

8. The Swortuned Junisr Dificers' Jourse

a) | the aim of the shortened political nourscs 50X1-HUM
was to nro uce #s quickly as nossible an adecunte nusber of troined

junior noliticsl of’icers and thureby to -ut an c¢né to the shortage of

political stzif. Sandidates for this coursc werc sclectcd from among

senior N20s in artillery and tank units, who had a gnod service record,

were Party wcibers, were anproved of by the ¥ONTRIAZVIDKA and had

/finished.. ...
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finished at least seven clasees of general education. \ \

b) The Course consisted of one artillery troop (about 120 students)

and one tank oompany {about 100 students{ About 156 of the students
had completed a secondary education; some of these had started
University studies. Some 80% had finished 7-9 classes of secondary
school, and sbout 5% had only completed six classes, About 8% of

the students were Russians, 15/ were Ukrainians and Belorussians, and the
remainder were Jews, Georgians and one gsingle Chuvash, The students
were chief.y from the units of the MOSCOW, BELCRUSSKIY and GORKI
Military Dustriects, plus quite a number from the Army Group in Germany.

¢) The Commanding Officer of the Course was Lt. Col. MARTYNOV, Hero- of
the Soviet Union. .  The artillery troop Commarder was Capt, VEREI'YUK,
a Jew. :

Lt. Col. MARTYNOV, Capt. VERETYUK, the tank company Commander, and
the platdon commanders cerried out purely administrative duties. All
matters cancerning the course of studies were in the hands of the
lecturers, syndioate senior officers, and the Colonel in charge of
training. There was no difference between the gunners and the
troopers from the tank company except that the former studied artillery

and vhe laiter tank tactiocs. All other subjects were identical..
d) . Treining

'The main syndicates (TSIKL) were:

Theory of Marxism-Leninism
Party Political Work
Gunnery and Tanks
, . . Artillery and Tank unit tactics.

There were, however, many other military and general subjects.
The total working hours during the year were approx. 2,600-2,700,
including tectical exercises and firing practice.

(i) Theory of Marxism-Leninism (e.pprox. 800 hours)

This was based on the "Short Course in the History of the VKP(b)",
including Capter XIIT (The period between the XVII Party Conference and
22nd June 19l+lg ,Ohapter XIV (The LENIN-STALIN Party during the Great
Fatherlard War) and Chapter XV (The LENIN~STALIN Party in the struggle
for the Recovery of .the National Economy). .

(ii) Party Political Work in the Armed Forces (approx. 240 hours)

_ The main points covered Wy this subject were the duties of ZAMPOLITs
in general and, in particular: orgenisation of unit political activities;
political lectures and exercises (POLITZANYATIYA); political information

. on current events (POLITINFORMATSIYA); selection of topies (PODBOR
TEMATIKI); and plenning of political work. In addition there were

- Yectures on the direction and administration of Party and Komsomol
organisations. The duties of a ZAMPOLIT (Deputy Commander for Political
Affairs) werc discussed in detail, .

/So......;..‘
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' So far as relations with the Commander and officers were concerned,
the ZAMPOLIT recruits were trained to regard themselves as subordinate
to the Commander in all militery questions.’ If they disagreed with the
Commander on such questions they were to endeavour to persuade him on a
friendly basis and, only if that failed, were they to seek assistance by
going to the next level in the ZAMPOLIT chain of command. This aspect
of the course gave rise tc considereble discussion, because many of the
students who had had war experience of political work argued that the
ZAMPOLIT ought to have much more suthority over military matters. But
© this point of view was sternly discouraged. As regards relations with
the men, the stress was laid on the duty of the ZAMPOLIT to know the soul
of every man; this sould be achieved not by formel interviews, but by
informael talks on every possible opportunity with the men in the course of
their military duties. The future ZAMFOLITs were told how they were to
deal with the troubles that the men would wring to them; the type of
answers that they ought to give and the explanations that should
prove convincing., . The general attitude was: the ZAMPOLIT must be able
to convince completely by his answers and to dispel all doubts, otherwise
he is not fit for his Job. There was no discussion during the course
of such questions as defection, leaflets or foreign broadeasts,

The study of the duties of a ZAMPOLIT included lectures on the
procedure for the admittance of new members to the Party and to the
Komsomol, as well as how to sclect them. A separate subject was
"Duties of a ZAMPOLIT in the field" (e.g. troops in action, in advance and
in retreat, politival work during rest, in the summer camps, etc.).
Students were also instructed how to organise entertainments on Saturdays
and Sundays: choirs, dancing, eto. | |how to instruct 50X1-HUM
platoon commanders in their political duties.. :

The practical exercises included editorial work on wall news-sheets
and front line leaflets (BOYEVOY LISTCK). There were also discussions
on various subjects. Students took part in the college and course Party
meotings and in the ceremony of admittance to the Party of some of their’
-oolleagues, as well as of some of their leoturers and officers.’

Students were also i:nstm‘cted, in general terms, on duties of ZAMPOLITs
on the regimental and divisional levels.

iii) Gunnery (ARTSTRELBA) (approx. 500 hours)

This subject dealt with both the theoreticzl and practinal aspects
of gunnery, artillery equipment and ammunition. Students ware trained
in the selection of gun sites, in manning guns and in gun drill. Firing
practice took place at the GORCKHOVITS shooting range (about 75 km N.E,
of G-CRKIY), where students spent about four days. Each of {them fired
3-7 shells from 76 mm and 122 mm howitzers. The tank compeny had ‘their
firing practice in the same area, using T-34 tanks,

iv) Tactics (approx, 400 hours)

This vonsisted of artillery troop tactics and the work was carried S50X1-HUM
out entirely in the field. The tactical training included the study of
the orgarmisation of the Soviet Armed Forces, the war estasblishment of
certain types of artillery and tank units; there were also lectures,
including secret material, on the organisation of foreign armies, and in .
perticular of the | |armed forces,

/) evennes
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v) Topography (approx. 40 hours)

‘This included map read.mg, conventional signs, grid hearings, etc.
Troining was carried out in the field.,

vi) Sigpa.ls (opprox., 30 hours)

Training :moluded. the construction and mann:.ng of telephone apparatus
(type "TAT-43") and of W/T stations {types "A7-B", RB-5" and RBM"),
\ |this subject was rather negl. ecterL 50X1-HUM

vii) Fngineering (approx. L0 hours) o o

This included field works, ia particular digging of gun pits,
construction of command observation points, bridging and river crossing,

-

and mine=laying.  There were also some lectures on movemernt of troops.
viii) Chemicel Warfare (approx. 12 hours)
This was badly neglected. There were a few lectures on chemical

warfare and the students spent a couple of hours learning about respirators.

ix) Motor Transport -(AVIODELO) (approx. 60 hours)

Students werc told about the structure of motor vehicle eng.mes and
had twelve holurs of practive in driving "GAZ 51",

x) Army Manuals and Military Law (approx. 30 hou.rs).

‘xi) Physical Training and Drill (epprox. 80 hours)
xii) Milita.ri Historx’ (spprox., 40 hours)

This consisted of a short course on military history from Alexender . 50X1-HUM
the Great and the Roman Empire to the Battle of BERLIN in 1945. - The
lecturer, a major, had a very good method of teaching history | |

| | 50X1-HUM

xiii) Geography (approx. 150 hours).

The course included the physiocal, econouu.c and political geography of
the U,S.8.R. and the whole world.

xiv) .History of the Soviet Union (approx. 240 ‘hmzrs)A

A full course from the 10th century to the present day. The lecturcs
were based on a text-beok of the History of the U.S. S.R. by AM, PANKRATOVA,

xv) Rus sian Language (aprpro:u 60 hours) 50X HU|V|

\ | Russian language, in particular composition, was
the weak point of nearly 80% of the students., . During the course they
improved very considerablys. o

xvi) BRussian Literatuve (apprOx. 40 hours)

ThJ.s included Russien classics of the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries,
and was not a subject of examination.

/(e)ooonouooo
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e) Examinations and postings

The course was dividcd into two six-month terms, . After the first
term students took examinations in all subjects. Between the-end of the
term and the examinations they had four days' leave which they spent
preparing for the examinations.

Before the end of the second term two political officers (majors),. onc
from artillery and the other from tanks, arrived from the Chief Political
Directorate of the Ministry of Defence and interviewed all students,
‘asking each student about his future plans and where he wished tc be
posted. This was only a formality, because the majority of students had

" already buea posted to the Army Group in Germany. The only exceptions
were those who had serious reasons for asking to be posted inside the
U.S.S5.R, , and Jews, who were informed "in a cultured way" (I KULTURNO
SKAZALI) that therec were no.vacancies in Germany and that they were:to
be posted to Asia. ‘

The Final examinations were oral and included the History of the
VKP(v), politicel work among troops, and tactics. The Examination
Board was presided over by Maj. Gen., LATSHEV and the menbers were the
Deputy Commander for Political Affairs, the lecturers concerned and
representatives from H.Q. GORKIY Military District. During the
examinations on Tactics the Commanding Genersl of the Military Distriet 50X1-HUM
was present in person. i '

| |the results of the course were considered very
savisfactory. On 29th Aprdl 1951 all studeants were commissioned and
were granted a month's leave and then returned to the College, where they
were issued with the necessary documents and proceeded to their destinations.

f). Internal dircipline and amepities

Internal diseipline in the College was very strict. Students were
kept very busy and hed very little time to themselves.,  Even on Saturday
afternoons and Sundays they often worked voluntarily. Apart from their
course of study they were sometimes engaged in politicol cetivities outside
the College, such as visiting factory workers, making speeches on various
occasions, attending official parades, etc. During the course they had
only four days' ieave, but almost all of them stayed in the College working
for the extms. One could obtain compassionate leave provided that one )
had very serious reasons for it. There was a College Club opposite the 50X1 -HUM
College premises, where students ) could spend
their free hours. Spirits were not allowed either in the mess or in the
Club, but vodka and beer were obtainable at the Club through "special
channels", -

There were dancing parties at the Club during which one could easily
get properly drunk, \ |there were hundreds of girls . 50X1-HUM
from various local offices and factories who were known as "members of the
College". They had their boy-friends among the students of each course.
In some cases students married their College girl-friends and, as there )
are no obstacles to marriage in the Soviet Army, except political onee, 50X1-HUM
some of these girls, after "attending" several courses, became wives of -
ZAMPOLITs. i
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